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CHAPTER VII. 

MARTIN AND BARNEY GET LOST IN A GREAT FOREST, 
WHERE THEY SEE STRANGE AND TERRIBLE THINGS. 

On gaining the beach, the first thing that 
Barney did, after shaking himself like a huge 
Newfoundland dog, was to ascertain that his 
pistol and cutlass were safe ; for, although the 
former could be of no use in its present con- 
dition, still, as he sagaciously remarked, “it was 
a good thing to have, for they might chance 

to git powder wan day or other, and the flint 
would make fire, anyhow.” Fortunately the 
weather was extremely warm ; so they were 
enabled to take off and wring their clothes 
without much inconvenience, except that in a 

short time a few adventurous mosquitoes — 

probably sea-faring ones — came down out of 
the woods and attacked their bare bodies so 
vigorously that they were fain to hurry on 
their clothes again before they were quite 

dry. 

The clouds began to clear away soon after 
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felt quite relieved and light-hearted at dis- 
covering that his ghosts were converted into 
bats and monkeys I 

There was one roar, however, which, when 

they heard it ever and anon, gave them con- 
siderable uneasiness, 

“ D ye think there’s lions in them parts V* 
inquired Barney, glancing with an expression 
of regret at his empty pistol, and laying his 
hand on the hilt of his cutlass. 

“ I think not/’ replied Martin, in a low 
tone of voice. I have read in my school geo- 
graphy that there are tigers of some sort, — 
jaguars, or ounces, I think they are called, — 
but there are no — ” 

Martin’s speech was cut short by a terrific 
roar, which rang through the woods, and the 
next instant a magnificent jaguar, or South 
American tiger, bounded on to the track a few 
yards in advance, and, wheeling round, glared 
fiercely at the travellers. It seemed, in the 
uncertain light, as if his eyes were two balls 
of living fire. Though not so large as the royal 
Bengal tiger of India, this animal was never- 
theless of immense size, and had a very fero- 
cious aspect. His roar was so sudden and 
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his son, the Emperor Don Pedro I., Padre 
Caramuru lost a beloved and only brother. 
He was quite a youth, and had joined the 

army only a few months previously, at the de- 
sire of his elder brother the padre, who was 

so overwhelmed by the blow that he ceased 

to take an active part in church or political 
affairs and buried himself in a retired part of 
his native valley. Here he sought relief and 
comfort in the study of the beauties of Nature 
by which he was surrounded, but found none. 
Then he turned his mind to the doctrines of 

his church, and took pleasure in verifying them 
from the Bible. But as he proceeded he found, 
to his great surprise, that these doctrines were, 
many of them, not to be found there ; nay, 
further, that some of them were absolutely con- 
tradicted by the word of God. 

“ Padre Caramuru had been in the habit of 
commanding his people not to listen to the 
Bible when any one offered to read it ; but in 
the Bible itself he found these words, ‘ Search 
the Scriptures/ He had been in the habit of 

praying to the Virgin Mary, and begging her to 

intercede with God for him ; but in the Bible 
he found these words : ‘ There is one mediator 
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CHAPTER XII. 

k HUNTING EXPEDITION, IN WHICH ARE SEEN STONES 

THAT CAN RUN, AND COWS THAT REQUIRE NO FOOD 
— BESIDES A DESPERATE ENCOUNTER WITH A JA' 
GUAR, AND OTHER STRANGE THINGS. 

For many weeks Martin Rattler and his 

■ 

friend Barney O’Flannagan continued to dwell 

with the hermit in his forest-home, enjoying 

his entertaining and instructive discourse, and 

■ 

joining with him in the hunting expeditions 
which he undertook for the purpose of pro- 
curing fresh food for his table. In these 
rambles they made constant discoveries of 
something new and surprising, both in refer- 
ence to the vegetables and animals of that 
extraordinary region of the earth. They also 
had many adventures, — some amusing and 
some terrible, — which we cannot enlarge on 
here, for they would fill ten volumes such as 

this, were they to be all recorded in detail. 

One day the hermit roused them earlier 
than usual and told them to get readj r , as 
he intended to go a considerable distance that 
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many deep and lofty caverns, windin' in an 
out an' round about, with the sides and the 
floors and the ceilin's all of a blaze with glit- 
tering diamonds, an' top’zes, an’ purls, an' what 
not ; with Naiggurs be the dozen picking them 
up in handfuls. An' sure/' he would add, if 
we was wance there, we could fill our pockets 
in no time, an then, hooray for ould Ireland ! 
an' live like Imperors for ivermore.” 

“ But you forget, Barney, the account the her- 
mit has given us of the mines, He evidently 
does not think that much is to be made of them/' 

“ Och ! niver mind the hermit. There's 
always good luck attends Barney O’Flanngan ; 

an 1 sure if nobody wint for fear they would 
git nothing, all the di'monds that iver came 
out o' the mines would be lyin’ there still ; an' 
didn’t he tell us there was wan got only a 
short time since, worth I don't know how many 

thousand pounds ? Arrah ! if i don’t go to the 
mines an’ git one the size o’ me head, I'll let 

ye rig me out with a long tail an' set me 
adrift in the woods for a blue-faced monkey." 

It so happened that this was the time when 

the hermit was in the habit of setting out on 

one of his trading trips ; and when Martin 
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monkey, guiding it safely down the waters of 
the great river of the Tocantins. 

Some months have passed since we last 
parted from our daring adventurers. During 
that period they had crossed an immense 
tract of country, and reached the head waters 

of one of the many streams that carry the 

surplus moisture of central Brazil into the 
Amazon. Here they found an old trader, a 
free mulatto, whose crew of Indians had de- 
serted him, — a common thing in that country, 

— and who gladly accepted their services, 
agreeing to pay them a small wage. And here 
they sorrowfully, and with many expressions 
of good-will, parted from their kind friend 
and entertainer the hermit. His last gift to 
Martin was the wonderfully small marmoset 
monkey before mentioned ; and his parting 
souvenir to Barney was the bluff-nosed dog 
that watched over him with maternal care, and 
loved him next to itself ; — as well it might ; 
for if everybody had been of the same spirit 
as Barney O'Flannagan, the Act for the pre- 
vention of cruelty to animals would never 
have been passed in Britain. 

It was a peculiar and remarkable and alto- 
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liut or shed, when they chanced to stop at a 
village, and to cook their own victuals. More 
frequently, however, they preferred to en- 
camp in the woods — slinging their hammocks 
between the stems of the trees, and making a 
fire sometimes, to frighten away the jaguars, 
which, although seldom seen, were often heard 

at night. They met large canoes and mon- 

tarias occasionally coming down the stream, 

and saw them hauled up on shore, while their 
owners were cooking their breakfast in the 
woods ; and once they came upon a solitary 
old Indian in a very curious position. They 
had entered a small stream in order to pro- 
cure a few turtles’ eggs, of which there were 
many in that place buried in the sand- 
banks. On turning a point where the stream 
was narrow and overhung with bushes and 
trees, they beheld a canoe tied to the stem of 
a tree, and a hammock slung between two 
branches overhanging the water. In this an 
old Indian lay extended, quite naked and fast 
asleep ! The old fellow had grown weary 
with paddling his little canoe ; and, finding 
the thicket along the river’s banks so impene- 
trable that he could not land, he slung his 
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■ 

The reptile commences by patiently watch- 
ing until an unfortunate animal strays near to 
where it is lying, when it darts upon it, encircles 
it in its massive coils, and crushes it to death 
in an instant. Then it squeezes the body and 
broken bones into a shapeless mass ; after which 
it licks the carcass all over, and covers it with 
a thick coating of saliva. Having thus pre- 
pared its mouthful, the anaconda begins at the 
tail and gradually engulfs its victim, while 
its elastic jaws, and throat, and stomach are 
distended sufficiently to let it in ; after which 
it lies in a torpid state for many weeks, till 
the morsel is digested, when it is ready for 
another meal. A horse goes down entire, but 
a cow sticks at the horns, which the anaconda 
cannot swallow. They are allowed to pro- 
trude from its mouth until they decay and 

drop off. 

They were at a loss at first to account for 
the creature being killed; but the old trader 
suggested that it had been found in a torpid 
state, and slain by the Indian whom they had 
seen a short time ago enjoying his siesta among 
the trees. 

Having cut it open, in order to convince 
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that night, and ran the canoe ashore on a low 

point of mud, intending to encamp under 

the trees, no human habitation being near 

■ 

theml The mud bank was hard and dry, and 

cracked with the heat ; for it was now the end 

■ 

of the dry season, and the river had long since 
retired from it. 

<f Not a very comfortable place, Barney,” 
said Martin, looking round, as he threw down 
one of the bales which he had just carried up 

from the canoe. “ Hallo! there's a hut, I 

declare. Come, that 5 s a comfort anyhow.” 

As he spoke Martin pointed to one of the 
solitary and rudely constructed huts or sheds 

which the natives of the banks of the Amazon 

sometimes erect during the dry season, and 
forsake when the river overflows its banks. 
The hut was a very old one, and had evidently 
been inundated, for the floor was a mass of 
dry, solid mud, and the palm-leaf roof was 
much damaged However, it was better than 
nothing, so they slung their hammocks under 

it, kindled a fire, and prepared supper. While 

they were busy discussing this meal, a few 
dark and ominous clouds gathered in the sky, 
and the old trader, glancing uneasily about 
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him, gave them to understand that he feared 
the rainy season was going to begin. 

“Well, then/' said Barney, lighting his pipe 
and stretching himself at full length in his 
hammock, with a leg swinging to and fro over 
one side and his head leaning over the other, 

as was his wont when he felt particularly com- 
fortable in mind and body ; “ Well then, avic, 
let it begin. If we're sure to have it anyhow, 
the sooner it begins the better, to my thinkinV 

“ I don't know that/' said Martin, who was 
seated on a large stone beside the fire sipping 
a can of coffee, which he shared equally with 
Marmoset. The monkey sat on his shoul- 
der gazing anxiously into his face, with an 
expression that seemed as if the creature were 

mentally exclaiming, “Now me, now you; 
now me, now you/' during the whole process. 
“ It would be better, I think, if we were in a 
more sheltered position before it begins. Ha ! 

V 

there it comes though, in earnest.” 

© ? 

A smart shower began to fall as ho spoke, 
and, percolating through the old roof, descended 

rather copiously on the mud floor. In a few 
minutes there was a heaving of the ground 
under their feet ! 
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more close, anyhow/' muttered Barney, as he 

The being who had thus appeared so sud- 
denly before the travellers belonged to one of 
the numerous tribes of Indians inhabiting the 
country near the head-waters of some of the 

chief tributaries of the Amazon. He was al- 
most entirely naked, having merely a scanty 
covering on his loins ; and carried a small 
quiver full of arrows at his back, and what 
appeared to be a long spear in his hand. His 
figure was strongly but not well formed ; and 
his face, which was of a dark copper hue, was 
disfigured in a most remarkable manner. A 
mass of coarse black hair formed the only 
covering to his head. His cheeks were painted 
with curious marks of jet black. But the most 

remarkable points about him were the huge 
pieces of wood which formecl ornaments in his 
ears and under lip. They were round and flat 

like the wooden wheel of a toy-cart, about half 
an inch thick, and larger than an old-fashioned 
watch. These were fitted into enormous slits 
made in the ears and under lip, and the latter 
projected more than two inches from his 
mouth ! Indeed, the cut that had been made 
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waist of a man and at the same time traverse 

from one end of the tight-rope to the other. 

Barney put on a comical frown when he came 
to this and saw the leader of the party rest his 
weight in the loop, and, clinging with hands and 
legs to the long rope, work himself slowly across. 

w Arrah ! it's well for us, Martin, that we're 

used to goin’ aloft,” said he, “ or that same 
bridge would try our narves a little.” 

“ So it would, Barney. I’ve seldom seen a 
more uncomfortable-looking contrivance. If 

we lost our hold we should first be dashed to 
pieces on the rocks, and then be drowned in 

the river.” 

Difficult though the passage seemed, how- 
ever, it was soon accomplished by the active 
savages in safety. The only one of the party 
likely to be left behind was Grampus; whom 

his master, after much entreaty in dumb -show, 
was permitted to carry over by tying him 

firmly to his shouldera Marmoset crossed 

over walking, like a tight-rope dancer, being 
quite aw fait at such work. Soon after they 

came to another curious bridge over a ravine. 
It had been constructed by simply felling two 
tall trees on the edge of it in such .a manner 
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construction. They were built upon the bare 
ground ; some were supported by four comer 
posts, twelve or fifteen feet high, and from 
thirty to forty feet long, the walls being 
made of thin laths connected with wicker- 
work and plastered with clay. The doors 
were made of palm-leaves, and the roofs were 
covered with the same material, or with maize 
straw. Other huts were made almost entirely 

of palm -leaves and tent-shaped in form ; and, 

while a few were enclosed by walls, the most 

of the square ones had one or more sides en- 
tirely open. In the large huts several families 
dwelt together, and each family had a hearth 
and a portion of the floor allotted to it. The 
smoke from their fires was allowed to find its 

way out by the doors and chinks in the 
roofs, as no chimneys were constructed for its 
egress. 

The furniture of each hut was very simple. 
It consisted of a few earthen pots ; baskets 
made of palm-leaves, which were filled with 
Spanish potatoes, maize, mandioca roots, and 
various kinds of wild fruits ; one or two 
drinking vessels ; the hollow trunk of a tree, 
used for pounding maize in : and several dishes 
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bodies, besides being painted in a fantastic 
style, were also decorated with flowers and 
feathers. Martin could not help feeling that, 
however absurd the idea of painting the body 

was, it had at least the good effect of doing 
away to some extent with the idea of naked- 
ness ; for the curious patterns and devices gave 

to the Indians the appearance of being clothed 

in tights, — and, at any rate, he argued men- 
tally, paint was better than nothing. Some 
of the flowers were artificially constructed out 
of beetles’ wings, shells, fish-scales, and fea- 
thers, and were exquisitely beautiful as well 

as gorgeous. 

One of the younger women struck Martin 
as being ultra-fashionable in her paint. Her 
black shining hair hung like a cloak over her 
reddish-brown shoulders, and various strange 
drawings and figures ornamented her face and 
breast. On each cheek she had a circle, and 
over that two strokes; under the nose were 
four red spots ; from the comers of her mouth 
to the middle of each cheek were two parallel 
lines, and below these several upright stripes; 
on various parts of her back and shoulders 
were curiously entwined circles, and the form 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

T1IE DIAMOND MINES — MORE AND MORE ASTONISHING! 

If Martin Rattler was amazed at the treat- 
ment he experienced at the hands of his new 
acquaintances on arriving, he had occasion to 
be very much more surprised at what occurred 
three hours after his incarceration. 

It was getting dark when he was locked 
up, and for upwards of two hours he was left 
in total darkness. Moreover, he began to 
feel very hungry, having eaten nothing since 
mid-day. He was deeply engaged in devising 

plans for his escape when he was interrupted 

by the door being unlocked and a Negro slave 

entering with four magnificent candles, made 
of bees-wax, which he placed upon the table. 
Then he returned to the door, where another 
slave handed him a tray containing dishes, 

knives and forks, and, in short, all the re- 

■ 

quisites for laying out a supper-table. Having 
spread a clean linen cloth on the board, he 

arranged covers for two, and going to the 
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BARNEY S STORY. 

biggest o’ them, to such a extint that their 

own friends hardly knew them ; an’ iver since 
they’ve been mighty civil.” 

Having carefully filled the black pipe, and 
involved himself in his own favourite atmo- 
sphere, the Baron Fagoni then proceeded to 
relate his adventures, and dilated upon them 
to such an extent that five or six pipes were 
filled and finished ere the story came to a 
close. Martin also related his adventures ; to 
which his companion listened with such breath- 
less attention and earnestness that his pipe 
was constantly going out ; and the two friends 
did not retire to rest till near daybreak. 

The substance of the Baron’s narrative was 
as follows : — 

At the time that he had been so suddenly 

■ 

separated from his friend, Barney had overcome 
many of his opponents, but at length he was 
overpowered by numbers, and his arms were 
firmly bound ; after which he was roughly 
d riven before them through the woods for seve- 
ral days, and was at length taken to their vil- 
lage among the mountains. Here he remained 
a close prisoner for three weeks, shut up in a 
small hut and bound by a strong rope to a 
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fire, tlie weather being very cold. It was at 
that time about the end of July, which is one 
of the coldest months in the year. In this 
part of Brazil summer and winter are reversed, 
— the coldest months being May, June, and 

July; the hottest, November, December, Jan- 
uary, and February. 

Minas Geraes, the diamond district, is one 
of the richest provinces of Brazil. The inha- 
bitants are almost entirely occupied in mining 
or in supplying the miners with the necessaries 

of life. Diggers and shopkeepers are the two 
principal classes, and of these the latter are 
best off; for their trade is steady and lucrative, 
while the success of the miners is very uncer- 
tain. Frequently a large sum of money and 
much time are expended in mining without 
any adequate result ; but the merchants al- 
ways find a ready sale for their merchandise, 
and, as they take diamonds and gold-dust in 

exchange, they generally realize large profits 
and soon become rich. The poor miner is like 
the gambler. He digs on in hope ; sometimes 
finding barely enough to supply his wants, — 
at other times making a fortune suddenly ; but 
never giving up in despair, because he knows 
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■ 

of coarse reddish sand, below which is the 

peculiar soil in which diamonds are found. It 
is called by the miners the cascalho, and con- 
sists of loose gravel, the pebbles of which are 
rounded and polished, having at some previous 
era been subject to the action of running 
water. The bed varies in thickness from one 

to four feet, and the pebbles are of various 

■ 

kinds; but when there are many of a species 
called Esmerilo preto , the cascalho is con- 
sidered to be rich in diamonds. 

Taking Martin round to the back of the 
shed, Barney showed him a row of troughs, 
about three feet square, close to the edge of a 

pond of water. These troughs are called 

bacos . In front of each stood a Negro slave 
up to his knees in water. Each had a wooden 
plate, with which he dashed water upon the 

rough cascalho as it was thrown into the 
trough by another slave. By this means, and 
by stirring it with a small hoe, the earth and 
sand are washed away. Two overseers were 

closely watching the process ; for it is during 
this part of the operation that the largest dia- 
monds are found. These overseers were seated 
on elevated seats, each being armed with a 
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year ago; and I have never seen or heard of 
her since.” 

Terrible though this news was, Martin felt 
a slight degree of relief to know that she was 

not dead; — at least there was reason to hope 
that she might be still alive. 

“But when did she go? and why? and 
where ? ” 

“ She went about twelve months ago,” re- 
plied Mr. Jollyboy. “You see, Martin, after 
she lost you she seemed to lose all hope and 
all spirit; and at last she gave up making socks 
for me, and did little but moan in her seat 
in the window and look out towards the sea. 
So I got a pleasant young girl to take care of 

her; and she did not want for any of the com- 
forts of life. One day the little girl came to 

me here, having run all the way from the 
village, to say that Mrs. Grumbit had packed 
up a bundle of clothes and gone off to Liver- 
pool by the coach. She took the opportunity 
of the girl’s absence on some errand to escape; 
and we should never have known it, had not 
some boys of the village seen her get into the 

coach and tell the guard that she was going 

to make inquiries after Martin. I instantly 
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